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Abstract: This is an introductory paper for Kagoshima specific ethnic musical instrument, Tempuku (KX, T A.3< ) and Gottan
(Z o7 A (normally expressed in hiragana) ), for their musical, music-acoustical, cultural and historical aspects. Tempuku is an air
reed woodwind instrument, or a vertical flute, having about half length of standard Shakuhachi (JR/\) with same 5 tone holes
structure (4 in front, 1 backside). Shortest or highest range Shakuhachi is also called Hitoyogiri (—&it] (& X ED) ), Tempuku
looks like another version of hitoyogiri. Since it acoustically has no significant difference from general category of cana and/or
shakuhachi family (except key), its identity stems on, in large, cultural or ethnicity, or particular kind of locality music, and the way
of heritage for hundreds of years, as briefly addressed in following pages. Gottan, on the other hand, could be explained an wood
board substituted Shamisen (ZBk#R) at its radiating membrane. While banjo and/or shamisen use small animal skin or plastic sheet
for radiating membrane, all-wood-made (except strings) gottan can be easily fabricated by, in old days, any country-side folks, using
as available excess or extruded woods at hand. Here again history, culture, ethnicity, heritage are major points for identity.
Kagoshima has other locality music instruments such as well known Satsuma-Biwa, which is not addressed here due to limited page
space and presentation time.
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